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The USCG Master License allows the holder to operate inspected vessels as well as uninspected vessels. Any vessel that 
is certified (authorized) by the USCG to carry more than 6 paying passengers plus crew must have a Captain who holds a 
25/50/100 Ton Master license. Ferry boats, harbor tours boats, whale watch boats are examples of inspected vessels.

There are 4 different Master Licenses a mariner may qualify for such as the Master Inland or Master Near Coastal. Both 
the amount of sea service time and the size vessels you have been on will influence the license you are eligible for. Master 
licenses are tonnage rated at 25 GT (gross tons), 50 GT, or 100 GT. The tonnage you are awarded is determined by the size 
vessels you’ve gained experience on in the last 3 years – it’s called “recency experience.” You are not required to advance 
through the different licenses one at a time. If you meet the USCG requirements for the master 100GT Near Coastal, 
you’ll get that license as your first license. The 4 types of up to 100GT Master licenses are listed below along with the 
requirements:

•	 Master Inland: 360 days underway experience since age 15; 90 of those 360 days in the last 3 years. Completion
	 of approved Course and Test.

•	 Master Inland/OUPV: 360 days underway experience since age 15; 90 of those 360 days in the last 3 years; 90 of
	 those 360 days outside the boundary lines. Completion of the Mariners Learning System™ Coast Guard approved Course.

•	 Master Inland/Mate N.C.: 360 days underway experience since age 15; 90 days of those 360 days in the last 3
	 years; 180 of those 360 days outside the boundary lines. Completion of the Mariners Learning System™ Coast 	
	 Guard approved Course.

•	 Master Near Coastal: 720 days underway experience since age 15; 90 of those 720 days in the last 3 years; 360 of 
	 those 720 days outside the boundary lines. Completion of the Mariners Learning System™ Coast Guard approved Course.

Additional Requirements Include:
•	 Transportation Workers Identification Credential (TWIC)
•	 Minimum age: 19 years old
•	 A physical exam if more than three years has elapsed since the last exam
•	 Drug test unless enrolled in a USCG-required random drug program for at least 60 of the last 185 days, and with 	

	 no failure or refusal to participate in a chemical test for dangerous drugs
•	 CPR/First Aid Card
•	 U.S. Citizenship
•	 Character reference letters
•	 Completed USCG application package
•	 Certificate of Completion from an Mariners Learning System™
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1.0 Course Materials
Mariners Learning System™ includes one complete set of the following training materials to each student:

Mariners Learning System™ – Access to our Internet based narrated lecture and interactive learning system. This 
program is based on the Mariners Learning System™ Coast Guard approved OUPV class room course. More than 10,000 
students have earned their Captains License by participating in this program.

Mariners Learning System™ – Textbooks:
Rules of the Road; Navigation General; Deck general; 25/50/100 Ton Master workbook.

Mariner Learning System™ – Coast Guard approved videos containing the following (8) training topics:

•	     Conducting Onboard Drills •	     Immersion Suits
•	     Emergency Radio Procedures •	     Inflatable Floatation Devices
•	     Emergency Information Radio Beacons •	     Personal Floatation Devices
•	     Marine Fire: First Response •	     Visual Distress Signals

2.0 Plotting Tools
Each student will receive a complete navigator’s package which will include the following plotting tools:

•	 Long Island Sound Training Chart -12354TR
•	 Dividers
•	 Nautical parallel rule
•	 Calculator
•	 Pencils
•	 Erasers
•	 Tote bag

3.0 Reference Aids
For reference and use during the course the students will have access to the following on-line resources:

•	 Publication No. 102 •	 Chart No. 1
•	 Publication No. 117 – Radio •	 Merchant Marine Deck Examination Illustration Book 

– COMDTPUB P16721.7C
•	 Reprints from the Light Lists and Coast Pilots 
      COMDTPUB P16721.38

•	  Title 46 Shipping – United States Code Annotated

•	 Reprints from the Tide Tables  
      COMDTPUB P16721.46

•	 Title 33, CFR

Master 25-50 or 100 Ton License
  • Materials



www.MarinersLearningSystem.com  • staff@marinerslearningsystem.com • 866-SEA-CAPT (866-732-2278)

Master 25-50 or 100 Ton License
  • Lesson Plan
Module I - Navigation Rules of the Road

•	 Part A – General
•	 Section I – Conduct of Vessels in Any Condition of Visibility
•	 Section II – Conduct of Vessels in Any Condition of Visibility
•	 Section III – Conduct of Vessels in Restricted Visibility
•	 Part C – Light s and Shapes
•	 Part D – Sound and Light Signals
•	 Differences between International and U.S. Inland Rules of the Road

Module II - Deck Safety
•	 Fire Fighting
•	 Marine Engine Operations
•	 Marine Radiotelephone
•	 Lifesaving Equipment
•	 Pollution Prevention

Module III - Deck General
•	 Basic Seamanship
•	 Characteristics of Weather systems
•	 Ship Handling
•	 Emergency Procedures
•	 Maritime Law

Module IV - Piloting and General Navigation
•	 Piloting
•	 Compasses
•	 Plotting
•	 Tides and Currents
•	 Approaches to Anchorages and Harbors
•	 Electronic Navigation Equipment

Module V - Seamanship
•	 Purchases, Blocks and Tackle
•	 Vessel Handling in Rivers and Estuaries
•	 Dragging, Clearing Fouled Anchors
•	 Maneuvering for Launching of Lifeboats And Lifeboats in Heavy Weather
•	 Receiving Survivors from Lifeboats or Liferafts
•	 Towing Operations
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Module VI – Boat Characteristics
•	 Principles of Ship Construction
•	 Trim and Stability

Module VII – Fire Prevention and Firefighting Appliances
•	 Fire Prevention and Chemistry of Fire
•	 Basic Fire Fighting – Extinguishing Agents
•	 Organization of Fire Drills
•	 Fire Fighting Systems
•	 Fire Fighting Equipment and Regulations for T-Boats

Module VIII – Ships Business
•	 Rules and Regulations for T-Boats
•	 Shipment, Discharge and Manning
•	 Certificates and Documents Required
•	 Load Lines

Module IX – Shipboard Management and Training
•	 Ship Sanitation
•	 Principles of Damage Control Including Vessel Alteration and Repair
•	 Shipboard Safety Management

Module X – Lifesaving
•	 Survival at Sea
•	 Lifesaving Appliance Regulations and Operations for T-Boats
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